
2024 Florida Housing Summit: Hosted by Florida Policy Project 

Agenda  

USF St. Petersburg Campus 

St. Petersburg, FL 

        Wednesday, May 1, 2024 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM  

DESCRIPTION SPEAKERS 
7:00 am-8:00 am  
Registration & Check In 
 
8:00 am-8:30 am 
Welcome Jeff Brandes, Florida Policy 
Project Founder & President  
 
Amy Foster, St. Petersburg Housing & 
Neighborhood Services Administration 
Welcome from St Pete   

Breakfast provided by local businesses 
 

Emcee: Rebecca Liebson, Tampa Bay Times  
 
Presenting Sponsor: Tampa Bay Builders 
Association Leadership Speak  
Lauren Morgan, Executive Vice President, 
TBBA 
Jeff Oligschlaeger, TBBA President Elect  

8:30 am - 9:00 am 
Demographic Insights for Housing 
Solutions  

Lesley Deutch, Managing Principal, John Burns 
Research   

9:00 – 9:15 am 
State Solutions, Advocacy & Live Local 
Updates 

Ashon Nesbitt, Chief Executive Officer, Florida 
Housing Coalition 

9:15 – 9:45 am  
Gone Missing, But Not for Long: Reviving 
Middle Housing  

 Alex Vondeling, Architect and Senior 
Associate, Opticos Design 

9:45 – 10:15 am  
Solutions for Yes in My Backyard 
  

Nolan Gray, YIMBY Founder & Author  

10:15 – 10:30 am  
Break 

Provided by Local Vendors  

10:30 – 11 am  
Boosting Middle-and Low-income Home 
Supply:  Affordable Light-touch Density   

Edward Pinto,  American Economic Institute 
Senior Fellow and Co-director, American 
Economic Institute Housing Center  

11  – 11:30 am  
Solutions from ULI Housing Index 

Rosemary Hepner, ULI Terwilliger Center for 
Housing  

11:30 am – noon  
Land Use Reform at the State Level: A 
Survey of the Latest Developments 

Charles Gardner,  Research Fellow, Mercatus 
Center, George Mason University 

Noon – 1 pm  
Lunch Provided by Inside the Box 
 

Moderator:  Jeff Brandes 

- Nolan Gray  
- Lesley Deutch 



Solutions For Florida:  Attendee & Speaker 
Interactive Discussion  

- Ed J. Pinto  
 - Charles Gardner 
- Alex Vondeling  
- State and County Officials  

1:00 – 1:40 pm 
Local Solutions for Housing Opportunities  
 

Moderator:  Adrian Moore, Reason Foundation  
- Honorable George Kruse, Commissioner, 
Manatee County 
- Honorable George Lindsay, Commissioner 
Polk County 
- Honorable Jack Mariano, Commissioner, 
Pasco County 

1:40  – 2:15 pm  
Expedited Approval of Residential 
Building Permits: What to Know About the 
New Florida Legislation 

 
Honorable Blaise Ingoglia, Florida Senate 
Jeremy Susac, VP, Government Affairs, Lennar 
Corporation  

2:15 – 2:45  pm  
Elevating Housing Vouchers 

Sam Staley, Ph.D. 
Director, DeVoe L. Moore Center, Florida State 
University 

2:45 pm – 3:15 pm  
Deep Dive Conversations with Speakers 
 
-Accessory Dwelling Units 
 
 
 
-Culture and Economic Solutions  
 
-Zoning Solutions 
 
 
-Housing Authority Panel: Solutions and 
Successes from Regional Housing 
Coalitions 

 
 

Cask Construction: Calin Noonan & Chad 
Holman 

 
-Nolan Gray & Lesley Deutch 
 
-Ed J. Pinto & Charles Gardner 
 
 
- Neil Brickfield, Pinellas County Housing 
Authority  
- Ashon Nesbitt, Florida Housing Corporation 
 

3:15 – 3:45 pm  
Public Private Solutions for Housing 
Opportunities  

Moderator:  Tom Almonte, Assistant County 
Administrator, Pinellas County  
- Scott Macdonald, Partner, Blue Sky 
Communities 
- Mike Sutton, CEO, Habitat for Humanity 
- Bruce Bussey, Community Development 
Manager, Pinellas County 

3:45 – 4:15 pm  
Building Bridges Tomorrow: The Baker, 
Buckhorn & Brandes Blueprint for 
Housing Solutions in Tampa Bay 

Former Senator Jeff Brandes, Former St. 
Petersburg Mayor Rick Baker & Former Tampa 
Mayor Bob Buckhorn 
 

4:15 – 4:30 pm  
Closing & Next Steps 

Senator Jeff Brandes 


